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On the Value Relationship between Localized Irregular Employment Groups
and Rural Revitalization; Taking the Group of Odd Jobs in G Township
in Central Yunnan as an Example

TAO Zixiang

Abstract: As the main body of rural revitalization, different groups of farmers play different roles in
rural revitalization. Existing studies pay more attention to returning migrant workers and “backbone
farmers” in rural revitalization, while ignoring rural irregular employment groups. Due to the dual
factors of family function demand and labor market differentiation, this group has basically lost the
opportunity to engage in regular employment in cities, and is mostly embedded in the local flexible
irregular employment system. The diversity of rural employment, the differentiation of labor market, the
need of family ethics and responsibility, and the flexibility of local migrant work are the basis of its
production. As an active group with large numbers in the rural areas nowadays, informal employment
group in rural communities plays an important role in the rural revitalization with multiple economic,
family, managerial and social functions, as manifested in boosting agricultural scale management,
increasing the family double income, serving as the middlemen between nation and rural areas and
shaping the rural revitalization with the new order, etc. This group has become the “third main entity”
in rural revitalization.
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