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(REHE:FR)

From “Fighting for Poverty” to “ Abandoning Poverty”
—Evolution of Role of Poor Households in Rural Poverty Governance Process:
A Field Tracking Analysis Based on H Village in Central Guangxi

ZHANG Guolei, LI Zhuo

Abstract ; In the process of rural poverty governance, the path dependence of poverty alleviation policy
implementation has shaped the strategic “flexible” behavior of grass-roots actors, which has given rise to
the dual reverse selection pattern of “fighting for poverty” and “abandoning poverty” for non-poor
farmers. Based on the field tracking of H Village in Central Guangxi, it is found that during the period of
eliminating absolute poverty, due to the explicit welfare and implicit benefits of government assistance
resources, the misplacement of identification mechanism intensifies the administrative acquiescence
under vicious competition and simple governance, causing non-poor farmers to “fight for poverty” with
“the particularity of identity” and “the weapon of the weak” , thereby maximizing their personal
interests. However, in the transition to the period of poverty Alleviation, due to the “ripple effect”
formed by the pressure of individual poverty alleviation and the continuous “ poor order” dissemination
of village public opinion, the pressure of administrative assessment and policy implementation has
increased step by step, forcing poor households to adopt various strategies to passively “abandoning
poverty” ,so as to eliminate the negative effect of poverty “stigmatization” , and thus reduce their social
amplification of attention and public opinion risk.

Keywords: Poverty Governance; Absolute Poverty; Poverty Alleviation; Fighting for Poverty;
Abandoning Poverty
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