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Moving from a Large Agricultural Country to an Agricultural Powerhouse .
Challenges, Drivers and Strategies

XUE Zhou, GAO Qiang

Abstract: Building an agricultural powerhouse is a major decision to comprehensively build a socialist
modern country and an inevitable requirement to achieve more efficient, fairer, safer and more
sustainable development of agriculture. In the national agricultural situation of more people and less
land, China’s agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery added value and the production of
major agricultural products ranked among the top in the world, but agricultural development is faced
with unfavorable factors such as the pattern of small farmers, restricted free flow of production factors
and a complex and volatile international trade system. Based on this, this paper argues that the driving
force for China to move from a large agricultural country to an agricultural powerhouse comes from five
types of factors, including new demand, new subjects, new technologies, new industries and new
institutional mechanisms. The synergistic interaction among the “five new factors” generates a strong
impetus for building an agricultural powerhouse in China. Therefore, at present and in the medium and
long term, consolidating the basic production capacity of agriculture, expanding and strengthening the
agriculture-related industrial chain, realizing the self-reliance and self-improvement of agricultural
science and technology, unlocking the market-oriented allocation of urban and rural production factors
through county-rural integration and actively integrating into the international trade system of agricultural
products are important paths for building agricultural powerhouse.

Keywords; Agricultural Powerhouse; Agricultural Science and Technology; Free Flow of Production

Factors; Agro-related Industrial Chain; International Competitiveness
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