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Understand the Integrated Development of Urban and Rural Areas
with in the County

LUO Biliang, GENG Pengpeng

Abstract : Both Lewis’s dual economic theory and the “polarization-diffusion” effect of urbanization and
its associated trickle-down economic thought are in contrast to the reality of China’s urban and rural
development. Especially considering the institutional genes of the historical heritage and hierarchical
property rights that separate urban and rural areas in China, the integrated development of urban and
rural areas in China is faced with endogenous difficulties. County is the basic unit of national macro
governance and the core carrier of gathering rural population and integrating rural and urban areas. This
paper finds that the integration of urban and rural development with the county seat as the carrier can
effectively improve the welfare level of residents and narrow the urban—rural income gap. The article
emphasizes that China “s urbanization road mode should implement phased strategic transformation,
promote the strategy of “big country small town” on the basis of “big country big city” , make up for
the shortcomings of small town development, speed up the new urbanization with county town as the
carrier, and thus comprehensively implement the rural revitalization and promote the integrated
development of urban and rural areas within the county, and seek the maximization of social welfare.
Keywords: Integrated Urban and Rural Development; Urban-rural Segregation; Class Property
Rights; County Economy; Welfare of Farmers
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