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Goal-driven Modernization of Rural Governance: Concept and Process
WANG Xiaoyi, YANG Rongrong

Abstract; China’s rural governance is a goal-driven process of change. The modernization of rural
governance, which began a century ago, had not been able to change the pattern of village autonomy in
traditional agricultural society, because the goal of this modernization was to expand the state’s control
over the countryside. In this pattern, villages were dominated by the elites with the patron-clients or
exploitation relation. Until the People’s Commune period, villages still maintained a high degree of
autonomy. After the rural reform in 1980s, Villagers Self-Governance System has been implemented in
the rural China. Though the institutional changes had taken place, in practice, farmers still needed to
provide taxes and fees to maintain the operation of the local government, and rural governance still
maintained the characteristics of village autonomy. At the beginning of the 21st century, the agricultural
tax was abolished, and then the state provided rural public services. Especially after the 18th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China, the state’ s investment in rural areas continued to increase,
and the level of rural public services continued to improve. The modernization process of rural
governance with the goal of improving rural public services has brought about the real arrival of villagers’
autonomy, which is reflected in the fact that the state has penetrated into the villages with the service,
and the space for the village elitets relocate resources has been compressed. Not only does rural
governance give villagers more democratic participation rights, but also villagers’ satisfaction becomes
the evaluation standard of rural governance, which fundamentally guarantees the subjectivity of villagers
in rural governance.

Keywords:; Goal-driven; Rural Governance; Villager Autonomy; Modernization
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Participatory Action: The Practical Path Choice for China’s Rural Vitalization

GUO Zhanfeng, ZHANG Sen, QIAO Xin

Abstract: It is a common issue for China and Western countries to realize rural development. Taking
the evolutionary process and characteristics of development intervention in modern Western countries as
clues, Robert Chambers deeply reflects on the main reasons for the failure of rural development practice
projects in the bookRural Development: Putting the Last First, focusing on the existing problems in the
process of practical intervention. It advocates that “ outsiders” should carry out value conversion, follow
the development concept of “ Putting the Last First” , and believes that participatory action is the
practical plan of this concept. There are fundamental differences between Chinese and Western
countries in terms of historical evolution process, institutional environment, and rural social foundation
etc. It should be combined with the specific practical requirements of China’s urban and rural
development logic and rural revitalization strategy to discuss the applicability and importance of the
participatory action proposed by Robert Chambers in the process of China’s rural development. Rural
vitalization is a process of interaction and joint participation between outsiders and locals. Their own
resources are an important force to promote rural revitalization. Based on the local characteristics of rural
development in China, they should cooperate on the basis of giving full play to the advantages of
“outsiders” and insiders. At the same time, in the specific practice of rural revitalization, it is
necessary to clarify the capabilities and tasks of each action body, achieve the consideration of
“ participation” and “action” , and efficiently integrate multiple systems, so as to promote high-quality
rural revitalization.

Keywords; Participatory Action; Putting the Last First; Rural Development; Rural Vitalization
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