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The Development of Farmer Cooperatives: Social Capital and Cooperative
Members’ Behavior—Based on a Multi-case Analysis

LIAO Xiaoming, FANG Ting, QIU Junke

Abstract: Farmer cooperatives are effective carriers for farmers to play their main role in rural
revitalization. Under the background of the rural revitalization strategy, farmer cooperatives face new
opportunities and challenges. However, there are still some problems and risks that need to be solved in
the process of the rapid development of farmer specialized cooperatives. Both the change of external
environment and the shortage of social capital are the significant factors that restrict the development of
cooperatives. This paper makes an in-depth research of three cooperatives from the perspective of social
capital theory. Through field investigation and analysis of typical cases of current cooperatives, it is
foundthat there are differences in the characteristics of social capital with social network system, norms
and trust, which have important influence on cooperative behavior and the development of cooperatives.
Therefore, the key issue is to clarify the role of social capital in the process of cooperatives
development, and then find the way to accumulate the social capital and improve the institutional
environment for promoting cooperation and participation.

Keywords; Social Capital ; Cooperative Behavior; Development of Cooperative
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