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The Power Structure and Operation Mechanism of Village People’s Mediation .
A Case Study of Informal Prevention and Control in T City

LI Yang, WU Qingxi, YAN Yihan

Abstract; Village people’s mediation plays an important role in reconciling conflicts among grassroots
people. This paper analyzes the power structure and operation mechanism of village people’s mediation
in the context of informal prevention and control, taking the practice of “two village committees +
village sages’ association” in T City, Zhejiang Province as an example. The study finds that village
people’s mediation in the context of informal prevention and control is a mass anti-epidemic activity
under the unified leadership of the township Party branch and government, with the “new villagers”
group as the substantive leader. Rural people’s mediation effectively maintains the social order at the
grassroots level through interest motivation, emotional communion, cultural discipline and rule of law
protection, which is of practical significance for improving rural epidemic prevention and control and
maintaining rural social stability.

Keywords: Informal Prevention and Control; People’s Mediation; Rural Governance
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