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The Debate on the Thought of Agricultural and Rural Modernization
in the First Half of the 20th Century and Its Enlightenment

GE Xiaoru

Abstract; Modernization is an influential theme in the development of modern Chinese history and a
sure path to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The debate on the modernization of agriculture
and rural areas began in semi-colonial and semi-feudal society of China, where the farmers were
becoming increasingly bankrupt and the villages depleted. Experts who argue for building a country
based on agriculture, building a country based on industry or on both and revitalizing agriculture based
on culture-education expressed their respective views on the significance of agriculture, industry and
industrialization for agricultural development, which developed five different paths of the modernization
of agriculture and rural areas. Through compiling and analyzing the views and development paths of the
modernization of agriculture and rural areas in the first half of the 20th century, the author draws
profound inspirations: the source of motivation for agricultural and rural modernization lies in the
framers and the villages; favourable conditions should be provided for the modernization of agriculture
and rural areas; importance should be attached to modern science and technology; there should be
unified leadership and scientific strategies; the path of agricultural and rural modernization should be
explored independently. Reflecting on the ideological debate in the first half of the 20th century is
significant for advancing rural revitalization and achieving modernization of agriculture and rural areas
today.

Keywords: Modernization of Agriculture and Rural Areas; Ideological Debate; Development Path
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