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Technocratic Tendencies in Rural Digital Governance: Emergence and Prevention
ZHANG Yaqin

Abstract. Digital governance is a new stage of rural governance, representing a new perspective of
national governance of rural society. In practice, rural digital governance has shown many positive
functions, that is, to increase the capacity of the government, empower the society and improve the
efficiency of management, thus forming its three major logics at the governance, social and technical
levels. As a result, with the application and promotion of digital technology, the technocratic tendency
represented by “technological optimism” and “technological determinism” has gradually emerged in
rural governance, and then given rise to misunderstandings such as “technological omnipotence” ,
“change substitution” and “ dividend sharing”. In this regard, we must be soberly aware of and
prudently analyze the value foundation of technocratic tendencies in rural digital governance, correct the
logical relationship, repair the leading value, realize the promotion of rural good governance with
technology through value consensus, co-construction of subjects, co-governance of actions, sharing of
achievements, and co-creation of systems under the guidance of publicity, and achieve the promotion of
good rural governance with the governance of technology.

Keywords: Digital Governance; Rural Governance; Technology Rationality; Technocratic Tendencies
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