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Frequent Job Changes: Is Digital Technology Contributing to Migrant
Workers’ Shortage of Jobs?

LIN Longfei, ZHU Zhongkun

Abstract; Unlike discussions on the frequent change of migrant workers from the perspectives of the
neoclassical labour economics and institutionalism, this paper, based on the data of the 2019 China
Integrated Social Survey, finds that digital technology has a significant positive impact on migrant
workers’ shortage of work. To overcome the potential endogeneity and selectivity bias of the empirical
model, the resulis of this paper still support the positive effect of digital technology on the shortening of
migrant workers’ labour force after applying the conditional mixed estimation of instrumental variables,
the propensity score matching method and various robustness tests. Further heterogeneity analysis
reveals that digital technology contributes more to the ‘new generation’ , ‘low-skilled’ and local
migrant workers ‘ short-timing’ behaviour. The findings of this study not only provide a factual basis for
the impact of digital technology on migrant workers’ job transitions, but also provide policy implications
for guiding digital technology to promote stable employment of migrant workers.

Keywords: Digital Technology; Migrant Workers; Short-termism
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