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The Value, Practice Mechanism and Cultivation Path of Traditional Ceremony
in Rural Governance

GUO Jinxiu, HUANG Zheng, LONG Wenjun

Abstract;  The rural traditional ceremony with marriage and funeral as the main content not only has
social and cultural significance, but also is an important endogenous governance resource. By
investigating the practices of wedding and funeral ceremonies in many places, it is found that the
traditional ceremony mainly exerts its governance effectiveness in five dimensions: standardizing social
orderthrough human relations and ethics, restricting individual actions through face mechanism,
building a public platform to promote dispute mediation and social integration, cultivating the spirit of
mutual assistance, strengthening relationship ties, and cultivating rural governance talents. However,
the dissimilation of traditional rituals in the modern wave has led to the absence of farmers’ economic
pressure and emotion, and the governance function has also been weakened. The action of changing
customs based on administrative power focuses on correcting the irrational aspects of traditional rituals,
promoting ceremony simplification while retaining the spiritual core of the ceremony, reducing the
economic burden and psychological pressure of villagers” human expenses, and thus enabling the
ceremony to better play an emotional connection and social normative role. In the implementation of the
rural revitalization strategy, we should give full play to the governance function of the traditional
ceremony of marriage and funeral. It should be started from the aspects of inheriting family traditions,
strengthening the spirit of mutual help, and playing the role of autonomous organizations. We should use
traditional rituals to inspire traditions of mutual aid, increase autonomy and ethical governance, create
new models of governance, and improve the effectiveness of governance.

Keywords; Traditional Ceremony; Marriage and Funeral; Governance Resources; Practical

Mechanism ; Cultivation Path
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