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Transitioning from Enclosure to Openness: Exploring the New Rural
Collective Economy in the Context of Urban-rural Integration and Development

GAO Qiang ,CUI Wenchao

Abstract ; Enclosure has long been associated with collective property rights, while openness represents
an inevitable trajectory for the advancement of the collective economy. Instilling stability in property
rights expectations and delineating clear boundaries are essential for the development of the new rural
collective economy. Simultaneously, market-oriented thinking and diverse development pathways must
be embraced. The reshaping of urban-rural relations, particularly the accelerated integration at the
county level, has precipitated changes in the territorial, closed, compound-functional, and static-
equity characteristics of rural collective economic organizations. Instead, the emergence of
deterritorialization, openness, clear functionality, and dynamic equity has become the new norm.
Nevertheless, the development of the new rural collective economy faces a plethora of challenges,
ranging from cognitive breakthroughs and operational constraints to effective governance and policy
adaptability. Aligned with the goals of fostering robust agriculture and achieving common prosperity, the
development of the new rural collective economy amidst urban-rural integration should follow a trajectory
from enclosure to openness, guided by marketization. Through the reform of urban-rural linkages, it is
imperative to facilitate the separation of property rights and authorities concerning rural collective
resources and assets. This separation enables the “cross-village” allocation of rural collective resources
and assets within the county, nurtures a systematic advancement of functional affairs at the village
level, and embarks on a path of gradual reform and integrated innovation.

Keywords: New Rural Collective Economy; Urban Rural Integration; Enclosure and Openness;

Marketization Development
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