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The Choice of Development Path for the New Rural Collective Economy .
Independent Management or Cooperative Management

ZHONG Zhen, LIAO Xueqian, CHEN Rui

Abstract: The development of the new rural collective economy is a strategic initiative emphasized by
the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China. Both the Opinions on Steadily Promoting
the Reform of the Rural Collective Property Rights System, issued by the CPC Central Committee and
the State Council, and the No.1 Document of the CPC Central Committee in 2023, have provided
institutional arrangements for this endeavor. However, a consensus regarding how collective economic
organizations can effectively participate in the market has not yet been reached in theoretical research
and practical exploration. Drawing on the organizational characteristics and practical foundation of the
new rural collective economy, this paper conducts a comprehensive analysis of the advantages and
disadvantages of two development paths: independent management and cooperative operation. The
analysis reveals that both approaches possess their own merits and drawbacks. Consequently, the
development of the new rural collective economy should not adopt an “either-or” strategy, but rather
embrace the concept of “ mutual complementarity”. Currently, as the reform of the rural collective
property rights system has achieved important progress, attention should be directed towards leveraging
the strengths of rural collective resources. The adoption of a cooperative operation model can enhance
market efficiency, while simultaneously cultivating areas that can be operated independently to
safeguard collective public interests.

Keywords: New Rural Collective Economy; Rural Collective Economic Organization; Indepedent

Management; Cooperative Management
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