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(REHE:RT )

The Modernization of Small-scale Household Farming: Dynamics of Rural
Collective Organization-based Supply of Agricultural Contracting Services

CHEN Yiyuan

Abstract: While discussions on thedevelopment of the agricultural contracting service ( ACS) industry
often focus on specialized ACS providers in the market, this paper explores the role of rural collectives
as ACS providers. Drawing on a case study of greenhouse upgrading in a village in Shouguang County,
this research examines how a rural collective organization can serve as an ACS provider. Overcoming
common obstacles such as conflict of interests resulting from rural social differentiation and inefficient
land utilization due to a lack of planning, the rural collective organization provides overall planning
services. Through land use right transfer, land adjustment, and land use planning, the collective
organization facilitates greenhouse upgrades. Those motivated to upgrade can build new greenhouses
within the planning area, while others can continue growing vegetables by exchanging greenhouses with
those outside the planning area. This approach improves land use efficiency. The case demonstrates that
ACS provided by rural collectives is characterized by organization-based services involving the process of
peasant-organizing. It involves dual mechanisms of organizing peasants through land consolidation and
creating a public space through mobilizing village resources for self-governance, thereby reducing
conflicts of interest among peasants. This paper aims to broaden the discussion on the role of rural
collectives in providing ACS.

Keywords; Small-scale Household Farming; Organization of Peasants; Agricultural Contracting

Services; Collective Land-ownership System; Village Collective
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