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The Impact of Rural Digital Governance on Happiness
ZHANG Yue, YI Fujin

Abstract; Enhancing the sense of happiness and well-being among farmers constitutes a critical task in
the new stage of development. With the advancements in digital technology, the digital transformation of
governance systems has been facilitated. Can digital governance emerge as a catalyst for farmers’
happiness? Embracing the theory of collaborative governance, this paper analyzes the impact
mechanism of rural digital governance on the happiness of rural residents. Utilizing data from the China
Land Economy Survey in 2020 and 2021 as samples, the study reveals that rural digital governance has
a positive effect on happiness, significantly promoting the well-being of rural residents. Mechanism
analysis highlights the influential role of grassroots political trust in the process by which rural digital
governance impacts the well-being of rural residents. Rural digital governance helps fortify grassroots
political trust among rural residents, thereby enhancing their overall well-being. Further analysis
demonstrates that rural digital governance has a noteworthy information effect, enhancing the
accessibility of information for rural residents. This conclusion underlines the empowering effect of
digital technology on rural governance by relieving the information constraints faced by farmers during
their participation in governance. Sub-sample regression results indicate that the contribution of rural
digital governance to the well-being of rural residents was particularly significant among individuals
without elite family backgrounds, consequently endorsing rural digital governance as an effective means
to achieve collaborative governance. The findings have profound implications for further promoting the
digital transformation of rural governance in the future.

Keywords; Rural Digital Governance; Happiness; Rural Residents; Grassroots Political Trust
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