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Current Situation, Key Problems and Optimization Path of
Migrant Workers’ Income in the New Era

CHONG Cong, YUE Ximing

Abstract: This paper employs macro and micro data at the national level to analyze the income trends
of migrant workers in China since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
discusses the critical issues hindering the steady growth of migrant workers’ income, and proposes main
ideas and optimization paths. The research reveals that rural migrant worker income in China has
maintained a stable growth trend from 2012 to 2022. From an income source perspective, wage income
accounts for the highest proportion, followed by operational income, while property income and transfer
income have a relatively low proportion. Regarding characteristic groups, migrant workers in certain
industries such as transportation, warehousing, and postal services generally have higher income levels.
However, migrant workers still face several key problems, including a decelerated income growth rate,
lack of motivation, a significant income gap with urban workers, unstable wage income, a decreasing
proportion of operational income, single-source property income, and a large disparity between urban
and rural transfer income. To address these challenges, this paper proposes that the primary strategy to
promote the increase of migrant workers’ income is to clarify the relationships among different groups of
migrant workers, including local, urban, returning, and new generations of workers. In addition,
measures such as high-quality full employment to increase wage income, employment and
entrepreneurship support to enhance non-farm operating income, rural reform efforts to expand property
income opportunities, and improvements to the social security system to increase transfer income should
be prioritized. Furthermore, attention should be paid to adjusting the income gap between rural migrant
workers and urban workers to promote sustainable and stable income growth for rural migrant workers.

Keywords: Migrant Workers; Income Structure; High-quality Full Employment; Social Security
System
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