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State-local-society : Exploring the New Model of Regional Development under the
Goal of Common Prosperity with Jiangsu-Shanxi Collaboration as an Example

LI Bo, ZHANG Jiayang

Abstract; East-west cooperation is a major strategic task that concerns the overall development of China
and promotes the realization of common prosperity, which is a concentrated manifestation of the
advantages of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics. Based on the theoretical basis of
collaborative governance, this study analyzes the cooperation process of subjects in the east-west
collaboration and finds that it follows the practical logic of “state-local-society.” In this model, the
central government at the national level serves as the leading force to oversee the overall situation ; local
governments at all levels cooperate with each other and break administrative barriers, transferring tasks
from top to bottom; and private enterprises and other social forces at the societal level leverage their
complementary advantages to promote the two-way flow of production factors. The study highlights that
the goal orientation of common prosperity puts forward new requirements for regional coordinated
governance. Therefore, it is necessary to address issues related to local governance accountability,
assessment and evaluation systems, labor supply and demand of talents, and the coupling of regional
coordinated development strategies and common prosperity. This approach will not only help inject
momentum into the development of less developed regions in the west and narrow the regional gap but
also promote cross-regional collaborative governance and achieve the goal of common prosperity for all
people.

Keywords; Coordinated Regional Development; East-west Collaboration; Collaborative Governance
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