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FEPMERZR  -0.055" * *(0.014)-0.059 " * * (0.013)-0.055 " * * (0.013) —0.021(0.014) -0.023(0.018) -0.001(0.013)
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The Role of East and West Cooperation in Promoting County Economy’s
High-quality Development from the Perspective of Balance:
A Case Study of Pairing Assistance During the Poverty Alleviation Period

Z0U Fan, ZHOU Li

Abstract; As a crucial institutional arrangement during the period of poverty alleviation, east and west
cooperation has played a vital role in realizing the concept of “rich first helping others” and promoting
balanced regional development. This paper utilizes the county matching panel data from 2013 to 2020
to conduct a quasi-natural experiment by recognizing the “hand in hand for a well-off society” county
pairing assistance action in 2016. By measuring total factor productivity and green total factor
productivity, this study evaluates the impact of east and west cooperation on the high-quality and
balanced development of the county economy. The findings reveal that: (1) The policy has significantly
narrowed the TFP gap between the two regions, but its effectiveness is limited by resource and
environmental constraints; (2) The mechanism behind this policy promotes cross-regional factor flow
industrial transfer, and reduces the technological innovation and human capital gap, yet potential
pollution emissions through industrial transfer hinder the balanced development of counties targeted for
ereen and sustainable growth; (3) The distance between the initial economic levels and the industrial
structure between the two regions has a greater impact on the policy’s effectiveness. Therefore, future
implementation should focus on developing differentiated pairing assistance measures, prioritizing green
and sustainable development in underdeveloped areas, and formulating a multidimensional assessment
system.
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