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Analysis of the Reconstruction of Rural Elites and Governance Mechanisms
in the Context of the Digital Rural Construction

ZHU Zhanhut

Abstract: The development of the digital countryside depends on a talented workforce, with rural elites
forming the foundation for promoting the digital transformation of rural governance. During the transition
period between urban and rural societies, farmer mobility has increased, village visibility has
decreased, and rural elite authority has weakened, exacerbating the loss of rural governance elites. The
modernization of grassroots governance has accelerated the institutional erosion of traditional rural
governance elites, resulting in a practical dilemma of elite absence in rural governance. The digital
reform of rural governance has established a digital platform for diverse rural elites to participate in
village-level governance, promoted the integration of the main body of rural elites, reshaped elite
authority, reconstructed a compound elite governance structure, and refined the standardization and
transparency of rural elite governance. Concurrently, the digital reform of rural elite governance also
faces challenges such as weakened elite subjectivity, digital formalism, and governance suspension. In
constructing the digital countryside, it is essential to adapt to the characteristics of digital technology
and governance subjects, grassrootsorganizations, and rural society, achieving a gradual transformation
towards digitalized rural governance.

Keywords: Digital Village; Rural Elites; Elite Reconstruction; Rural Governance
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