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Spontaneity and Embeddedness: Typological Differences in Rural
Human Settlements Governance and Their Interaction Mechanisms

WANG Sitong

Abstract; Strengthening the governance of rural human settlements has become a crucial measure for
promoting the comprehensive revitalization of villages and the modernization of Chinese-style
environmental governance. Based on the theoretical perspective of spontaneity and embeddedness, this
study constructs a “ spontaneity-embeddedness” analytical framework and classifies rural habitat
governance into three ideal types: village autonomy, government-led, and enterprise participation.
Through comparative analysis of the practice cases of rural habitat governance, we find that the
promotion modes and effects of rural habitat governance vary significantly due to the differences in
spontaneity and embeddedness of the key subjects involved. However, given the subjective initiative of
these key subjects, effective interaction among relevant stakeholders is essential, leading to a significant
difference in the driving force of rural habitat governance. To enhance the efficiency of rural human
settlement governance, we propose focusing not only on spontaneous participation and consensus-based
collective action but also on resource embedding and orderly governance development, as well as
promoting subject interaction and synergistic co-governance among equals. This will ultimately lead to
the efficient governance of rural human settlements.

Keywords: Spontaneity; Embeddedness; Rural Habitat Governance; Typological Differences;

Interaction Mechanisms
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