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Promoting Agricultural and Rural Modernization by Comprehensively Deepening

Rural Reform : Theoretical Logic, Historical Experience and Practical Path
ZUO Ting LIU Luping ZHAO Yongli

Abstract: The transformation of human society is an ongoing journey toward modernization, with
reform serving as the pivotal impetus propelling this process forward. The intrinsic rationale behind
rural revitalization and the modernization of agriculture and rural areas necessitates that, at this new
phase of development, the advancement of these sectors is contingent upon a thorough and holistic
deepening of rural reform. Since the establishment of New China, the trajectory of modernization has
been inextricably intertwined with the reformation of the economic system. The journey of propelling
agricultural and rural modernization through reform has unfolded across roughly four stages: the
initial land reforms and cooperative production, the restructuring of the rural two-tier management
system that blended centralization with decentralization, the shift toward market-oriented reforms,
and the current era characterized by new urbanization and the equalization of basic public services
between urban and rural sectors. Embarking upon this new developmental stage, we are presented
with the opportunity to foster integrated urban-rural development and to forge new worker-peasant
relations between urban and rural areas. To advance agricultural and rural modernization through
comprehensive rural reform, it is imperative to uphold the principle of integrated urban-rural
development, to catalyze institutional and mechanistic innovation, and to refine the structure of
urban-rural and regional development. We must further intensify reforms of the rural land system and
the foundational management structures, safeguarding the core interests of the peasantry. This
involves refining the frameworks that bolster agriculture, benefit farmers, and enrich rural
communities. In doing so, we will systematically establish institutions that align with the new levels
of productivity and progressively cultivate new forms of production relations that are consonant with
the evolving productive forces. Ultimately, this approach will liberate and enhance the nascent
agricultural productive forces, thereby promoting the comprehensive rejuvenation of the countryside
and the thorough modernization of agriculture and rural life.
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