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Individualization Dilemma and Village Solidarity Reconstruction in Rural

Revitalization: A Comparative Analysis Based on Multiple Cases
LU Xiangbo

Abstract. Villagers are the central agents of rural revitalization. Nevertheless, the trend towards
individualization among villagers is pronounced, and the issues of limited villager participation and
low levels of village solidarity are prevalent. In this setting, the question of how to build village
solidarity for the achievement of rural revitalization emerges as a significant research focus. This
paper investigates the mechanism behind the formation of village solidarity by comparing the
development experiences of three neighboring villages in Sichuan Province. The study reveals that
even when faced with identical national policies and market conditions, variations in village solidarity
result in differing development outcomes among the three villages. The creation of village solidarity
hinges on two key conditions. Firstly, the collective, as the organizing entity of village solidarity,
must possess the capability to mobilize the villagers, which is linked to the village leaders’
commitment to public service, their competence in managing village affairs, and the cohesiveness
and stability of the leadership team. Furthermore, the establishment of village solidarity also relies on
the villagers’ willingness to participate, which is influenced by factors such as interests, systems,
and collective consciousness. In the context of a market economy, the alignment of interests is the
primary driver of villagers’ participation in development. However, solidarity based solely on interest
relations can be fragile, necessitating the village to have an enforceable institutional framework that
ensures the preservation of village solidarity. Additionally, the unity fostered by collective
consciousness motivates villagers to actively engage in village development. In summary, when the
collective can effectively organize the villagers and engage with them through the bonds of interest,
institutional norms, and collective identity, the potential for village solidarity to form is realized,
providing a social foundation for rural revitalization to build upon.

Keywords: Rural Revitalization; Individualization; Village Solidarity; Villager Participation;

Social Foundation
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