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Protection of Farmers’ Land Rights and Interests in Agricultural

Land Transfer. Innovative Model and Practical Logic

LIANG Wer

Abstract: The transfer of agricultural land should consider both the efficient allocation of agricultural
land resources and the protection of farmers’ land rights. The experience of T City in eastern Anhui
province illustrates that the autonomous mode of agricultural land transfer within rural communities is
a vital means to safeguard farmers’ land rights and interests. This model exhibits practical traits such
as decentralized farmer organizations, the exercise of public rights, and community-based resource
allocation, culminating in a comprehensive land rights and interests protection system. It
encompasses the collective agreement mechanism for agricultural land integration, the village-
community based mechanism for the selection of management subjects, and the democratic
consultation mechanism for flexible land rent arrangements. The essence of the rural land transfer
model lies in its embedded autonomous governance system for the protection of farmers’ land rights
and interests. Firstly, the local government energizes the village collective through institutional
support, establishing the objective basis for the protection of farmers’ land rights and interests.
Secondly, farmers proactively delegate authority to the village collective based on a relationship of
trust, thereby empowering the collective to coordinate and organize the farmers’ efforts. Finally,
farmers facilitate the transfer of agricultural land through collective planning, simultaneously
engaging in the public practice of land rights and interests, thereby achieving the dual objectives of
efficient allocation of agricultural land resources and the safeguarding of farmers’ land rights and
interests. In the context of “the separation of the three rights,” the rural land transfer model of
village community autonomy offers significant insights for innovating the rural land transfer system.

Keywords: Agricultural Land Transfer; Independent Governance; Village Collective; “The Three-

rights Separation”
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