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(EERE: RT L)

Integrated Governance: The Practical Process and Operating Mechanism of
Party Building Leading the Modernization of Rural Governance

—A Case Study Based on Village Z in Western Sichuan
ZHANG Long ZHANG Xinwen

Abstract: The modernization of rural governance is a crucial cornerstone of national governance
modernization. In the context of rural governance, Party building leadership serves as the core
driving force for advancing this modernization. Based on an analytical framework of integrated
governance, this study examines Village Z in western Sichuan as a case to dissect the operational
mechanism through which integrated governance drives Party building-led rural governance
modernization. Integrated governance is a modern rural governance model that combines unified
leadership and functional decentralization, with village-level Party organizations as the leadership
core, operating under the joint effects of structural unification mechanisms and functional
decentralization mechanisms. On the one hand, structural unification enhances the leadership,
organizational, and cohesive capacities of village-level Party organizations through political
construction, organizational optimization, and elite recruitment. This, in turn, shapes a modern
rural governance structure characterized by “ one core, multiple actors, with the Party leading and
groups governing” . On the other hand, functional decentralization creates synergistic governance
forces through procedural, functional, and content-based decentralization, thereby improving the
efficiency and quality of rural governance modernization. Based on these findings, it is essential to
further alleviate burdens and empower grassroots units, strengthen integrated governance
capabilities, and activate simplified rural governance mechanisms to promote the organic coupling of
rural governance modernization and national governance modernization.

Keywords: Integrated Governance; Structural Unification; Functional Decentralization; Modernization of

Rural Governance; Party Building Leadership
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