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An Empirical Analysis on Rural Environmental Kuznets Curve

LIU Ying', WEI Guoxue®, HUANG Jikun’

(1. College of Economics and Management, Bethang University, Betjing 100191 ;
2. Academy of Macro-economics, National Developmeni and Reform Commission, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract; Rural China has been experiencing rapid economic development, which has been associated with a
high cost to the environment. This paper aimed at analyzing the sanitation situation in rural China and its rela-
tionship with income per capita. Stratified and randomly sampled data involves 5 provinces, 100 villages and
2000 households were gathered in 2008. Field surveys found that rural environmental sanitation problems were
mainly caused by domestic garbage and livestock wastes. About 11 percents of households were suffering from
sanitation problems. From the econometrical result, it was concluded that there existed inverted U-shape relation-
ship between pollution and income level. China should pay attention to the middle developed regions which are
suffering from more serious sanitation problems.

Key words; Rural Environment; Wastes; Pollution
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